
Women and the Image of God Discussion Questions 
Genesis 1:26-2:3 

1. What thoughts, questions, or feelings did you have listening to the sermon or reading the 
passage?  

 
 

2. If you were reading Genesis 1:26-2:3 for the first time, how would you describe a Judeo-Christian 
view of women?  

 
 

3. Read Genesis 2:18.  How do you think modern New Yorkers would respond to this passage and 
its connotations about women?  
 
 

4. For some context, the word for “helper” is the word Ezer, which is used 19 times in the Old 
Testament Scriptures, 16 times in reference to God being our help.  Meanwhile, the 3 other 
usages are for someone helping (or failing to help) in life-threatening situations.  How might this 
revelation give more context to God’s view of women?  
 
 

5. Think of the inequities that exist today for women.  Now imagine how an ancient culture 
thousands of years ago would have treated women.  How can Genesis 1:26-2:3 be revolutionary 
in light of the context in which it was written?  
 
 

6. Drew spoke of four themes in the movement of Scripture - Creation, Fall, Redemption, and 
Restoration. Read Genesis 3:16, which speaks of the results of the Fall for women (which is the 
battle of the sexes and the continued subjugation of women).  Does this explanation for the 
continued oppression of women make sense to you?  What might be some secular explanations 
for why inequality exist amongst men and women?  

 
 

7. The story of the people of God (Israel) and Jesus and their treatment of women (compared to the 
cultures in which they lived) is the continual elevation and restoration of women compared to their 
historical context (e.g. Jesus in Luke 10 allowing Mary to sit at his feet and learn).  We call this a 
redemptive movement hermeneutic, because God is continually redeeming the world toward its 
original intent of Genesis 1.  What do you think about this explanation of God’s heart and intent 
toward women?  Do you agree or disagree?  Why or why not?  

 
 

8. Read Romans 16:1-7 and notice all the women listed here.  What does this say about the early 
church that so many women are recognized as leaders.  

 
 

9. Drew mentioned the different examples in church history (and modern human history) of how the 
affirmation and liberation of women has often been founded by Christian belief.  Do you think this 
is realistic?  Why or why not?  
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10. What are some ways the church has “missed it” when it comes to the treatment of women?  Have 
you ever experienced a diminishing of women in a church setting (or in any setting, really)?  What 
happened?  What are some ways our church can do better at serving and uplifting women?  

 
 

11. Break up into groups of 2-3 and pray that we might be a church that lives into the call to affirm 
and celebrate and empower the dignity of women.  


