
The Resurrection Changes Everything  
John 20:1-18 

1. What thoughts, questions, or feelings did you have reading the passage or listening to the 
sermon?  
 
 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-19. Why is it so important (for Christians) that the bodily resurrection 
really happened?  
 
 

3. How do you think Mary felt as she was heading to the tomb Easter morning?  What do you think 
she was thinking? 
 
 

4. As mentioned in the sermon, the stone was a round stone that was rolled into a semi-circular 
groove (about 2.5 feet high) that covered the entrance of the tomb.  It would have taken multiple 
people to remove the 1-2 ton stone from the entrance (and out of the groove).  Imagine if you saw 
the stone rolled away from the entrance of the tomb.  How would you have reacted if you saw the 
stone removed from the entrance?  
 
 

5. If Jesus did NOT rise from the dead, 1) what possible explanations could there be for the 
removed stone?  2) What possible explanations could there be for the remaining linens and 
cloth?  3) What possible explanations could there be for the 500+ people who witnessed the 
resurrection and were now passionate followers (many of whom would die for their faith)?  
 
 

6. How does the historical account of Josephus (a non-Christian Jewish Historian) who writes about 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, lend credibility to the idea that Jesus really resurrected?  
 
 

7. In the sermon, Drew discussed the significance of Mary thinking Jesus was a gardener.  The 
Gospel of John has many connections to Genesis, including John 1:1 (and Genesis 1:1). Read 
Genesis 3:21-24 - what’s the significance of the garden in the book of Genesis?  In light of these 
connections to Genesis, what might be the significance of Jesus as a gardener in John 20? 
 
 

8. Have you ever experienced Jesus “making all things new” in your life by taking something broken 
and making it beautiful?  If so, explain.  
 
 

9. Imagine how Mary must have felt going to the tomb, and how different she left the tomb after 
seeing the resurrected Jesus.  How might this be a sign for us in some of our darkest and most 
hopeless moments?  
 
 

10. Break up into groups of 2-3 and share how the resurrection of Jesus might have significance for 
your life today.  

 
 



The Resurrection Changes Everything  
John 20:1-18 

 
 
 
 


